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Garfield RE-2 School District Athletic Philosophy
It is this school district’s philosophy that all athletic programs are an extension of the classroom and that learning is the
“primary” objective for each program.

Garfield RE-2 School District Athletic Belief Statements
We believe:
● Athletic programs promote leadership training, mental and physical health, self-discipline, and responsibility.
● Athletic programs provide a positive alternative to drug and alcohol related activities.
● Athletic programs have a positive effect on the general school climate.
● Athletic programs are responsible for a significant number of students graduating from high school.
● All participation should be voluntary.
● There is value in promoting healthy competition between individuals and teams.
● Athletic programs provide a good balance between individual efforts and team cooperation.
● Athletic programs are an important integral part of the total school.
● Athletic programs should provide equal and equitable opportunities to both boys and girls.

Athletic programs should be as beneficial as possible for student participants. Such programs should complement the
total educational environment. This policy shall serve as the philosophical framework for athletic participation at the
middle school, freshman, junior varsity, and varsity levels. For purposes of this policy, philosophy shall be defined as
the set of fundamental beliefs that serve as a foundation for reaching sound, consistent decisions and guidelines.

Garfield RE-2 School District Athletic Goals
The Garfield RE-2 School District supports the concept that a wide variety of athletics should be made available to all
students. However, participation in athletics is a privilege not a right. Athletics should be conducted in accordance
with the following guidelines:
● To emphasize sportsmanship, ethical conduct and fair play.
● To show courtesy and establish good relationships with visiting teams and officials.
● To respect the integrity and judgment of sports officials as well as the rights of others.
● To develop leadership and good judgment by the players on the team.
● To recognize that the purpose of athletics is to promote the physical, mental, moral, social, and emotional well

being of the individual players.
● To remind everyone that an athletic contest is only a game – not a matter of life or death for a player, coach,

school, official, fan, or community member
● To promote understanding of the rules essential to playing the game and emphasize the value of playing by the

rules.
● To improve the individual’s ability to work within a framework of a team.
● To demonstrate and appreciate the values of teamwork.

Athletes and parents should remember that their schools and their coaches devote a considerable amount of time and
resources to provide them with an interscholastic athletic program. For this reason, athletes owe them and their
teammates a great deal of loyalty. Athletes should relinquish their place on the team if they believe they cannot be
loyal to their school, coaches, themselves and their team.

PEG League Parent/Staff Member Contract
Most people are aware of incidents of negative parent-staff contact.  Many schools are now instituting and enforcing
expectations that ensure complaints parents may have with a staff member are dealt with in a constructive manner.  As
you know, staff members spend a lot of time with your students, and they try to make the best decisions they can on a
daily basis.  As parents, we sometimes become frustrated when our child does not make the “A” team, compete as
much as we think they should, we don’t agree with a call at the competition, or we don’t agree with a staff member’s
philosophy.  If an abusive situation between a parent and a staff member or a parent and official develops, the person
that is affected most is the student.  In the heat of the moment, words can fly and tempers flare, which can have adults
wishing they could take back their actions from the previous day.  
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Middle school events should be a place where students learn sportsmanship, integrity, hard work, and discipline.
Because a few adults can create an embarrassing and hostile environment for our students, we feel it is necessary to
outline embarrassing and inappropriate behavior during a middle school event.   
Inappropriate and Embarrassing Behaviors
Staff Members:

● abusive language towards officials
● staff using any officiating call as an excuse for game performance
● intentionally embarrassing a student
● arguing with calls from officials

Parents:
● abusive language towards officials
● negative comments about other people’s children
● negative comments towards staff
● negative comments about the opposing team

Officials should be free from hostile or abusive language.  Officials will be directed to immediately stop a game and
have the school administrator address the issue.  At any point, a school administrator can ask a parent, coach, or
spectator to leave the game based on actions or words inappropriate for a middle school sporting event.  
This does not mean that parents are excluded from expressing their opinion, and their concerns.  Parents who feel they
have legitimate concerns need an avenue in which to air them.  If you have concerns about anything, please call your
school administrator.  A written complaint will be required, and then a meeting will be scheduled with all parties
involved where concerns can be addressed in a constructive way.
If we all focus on the positives in each game, everyone can leave each event feeling great about the whole experience.

Student, Parent, and Spectator Expectations
Students, parents, and spectators are representatives of the school and community and have a responsibility to behave
in a manner consistent as a positive role model of sportsmanship for others.
➢ Displays of temper should be controlled.  A student, parent, or spectator who loses his/her composure may cause

problems for the individual and for the game participants.
➢ Students, parents, and spectators should respect the position of the coaches and should only discuss methods,

ideas, etc. of the coach at appropriate times (not before, during, or immediately following a
competition/contest) and in an appropriate manner.

➢ Students, parents, and spectators should refrain from speaking directly to an official in a negative manner before,
during, or after a game. If concerns arise about officiating, contact the administrator on duty. Note that officials
have the authority to eject both athletes and spectators from a game without warning.

➢ Schools have the responsibility and authority to ban spectators whose behavior is deemed disruptive or contrary to
the educational goals for high school contests.

Parent/Staff Communication
Parents and staff are two of the most important role models in a student’s life, and clear communication between these
individuals is essential.  The guidelines listed below are intended to clarify school expectations for this relationship.
● Communication that parents expect from staff members:

o Philosophy of the staff.
o Expectations the staff has for the student and the team.
o Location and times of all practices and games.
o Team requirements:  i.e. practices, special equipment, out of season training.
o Procedures to follow if injuries occur during participation.
o Disciplinary action that may be taken resulting in the student being denied the right to participate.

● Communication that staff members expect from parents:
o Concerns regarding a staff member’s decision, philosophy and/or expectations.
o Notification of any illness, injuries and/or missed practices.

● Appropriate concerns to discuss with coaches:
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o Treatment of the parent’s child, emotionally and physically.
o Ways to help the child improve.
o Concerns about the child’s behavior.

It can be very difficult for a parent/guardian to accept that his/her child is not playing as much as the parent/guardian
hopes.  Coaches understand this concern.  They make decisions based on what they believe to be the best for all
students involved.  The amount of participation time is at the discretion of the coach.  As you have seen from the above
list, certain things can and should be discussed with the coach.  Other items, such as those listed below, must be left to
the discretion of the coach.
● Issues not appropriate to discuss with the coach:

o Other student athletes’ participation or skills.
o Team strategy.
o Play calling.

Communication and Conflicts
It is inevitable, because of the nature of extracurricular activities, students and/or their parents and staff are going to
have disagreements.  The district encourages parents to resolve conflicts in a respectful manner.  Our district goal is to
resolve any and all conflicts at the building level; therefore, the following conflict resolution plan should be followed
in sequence. Please do not attempt to confront a staff member immediately before, during, or after a competition.
These can be emotional times for both parents and staff.  Meetings of this nature rarely promote conflict resolution.
It is important that problems and concerns be addressed as soon as possible.  At times staff may be difficult to contact;
however, each building has an athletic director who is available when staff are not.  We encourage students to contact
the appropriate staff member or athletic director immediately when problems arise.  If satisfaction is not found at the
building level, the Principal or Athletic Director will work with parents and coaches to meet and present their concerns
and problems to the Superintendent.
The following sequence is the preferred way when dealing with conflicts:
● Student athlete and staff member.
● Student athlete and Athletic Director.
● Student athlete, parent, staff member.
● Student athlete, parent, staff member, Athletic Director.
● Staff member and Athletic Director.
● Student athlete, parent, Principal, Athletic Director, staff member.
● Student athlete, parent, Principal, Athletic Director, staff member, Superintendent.

Garfield RE-2 School District Code of Conduct
Extracurricular activities provide important educational opportunities for students at Rifle Middle School.  A number
of diverse programs are offered in an attempt to appeal to a multitude of interests.  Studies have shown that
participation in extracurricular activities enhances academic performance.  Additionally, it is through these activities
that individuals will be faced with situations that emulate real life challenges—conditions that are often difficult to
teach in a traditional classroom setting.  All students who participate in extracurricular activities become
representatives of our school, community, and state—thus, such activities are a privilege and not a right. However, it
is the goal of the Garfield Re-2 School District to create a balance between high expectations and encouraging each
student to participate.  In view of our staff and community desires for the health and overall well being of our students,
it is important we remain judicious in preventing students from participating in harmful and illegal activities.
Therefore, it is understood students are required to adhere to these expectations during the school year, regardless of
whether school is in session.  For the purpose of this policy, extracurricular activities will include all events and
activities sponsored by CHSAA and/or the school.
Recognizing that participation is voluntary on the part of the student, the participant is to be accountable to rules,
regulations, and procedures set forth in this code.  Once the acknowledgement is properly signed, the student is subject
to this code during the entire school year in which he/she is eligible to participate.  This includes, but is not limited to
scrimmages, competitions and summer camps where students are representing the Garfield Re-2 School District.
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Code of Conduct Behaviors
The following will be grounds for disciplinary action:
● Tobacco, vape, e-cigarette, and/or hookah use, sale or possession (including related paraphernalia).
● Alcohol, controlled substance, and/or narcotic use, sale or possession (including related paraphernalia).
● Willful disobedience or open and/or persistent defiance of authority.
● Willful destruction, damage or defacing of any school property or equipment.
● Behavior which is detrimental to the welfare and safety of others or behavior which could be characterized as

lacking proper or good citizenship or good sportsmanship practices.
● Hazing and initiation will be handled with Zero Tolerance and will result in dismissal from the team.

** There may be additional school consequences associated with each of the listed offenses above, including school
suspension, expulsion, or legal action.
Penalties For Code of Conduct Violations
Rule violations at the middle school level are handled at the discretion of the building administration in accordance
with general policies and practices.

Personal Electronic Devices
Students who bring personal cell phones (including cellular enabled watches) to practices, competitions, and/or other
activity related events are responsible for their safekeeping and use. During practices, competitions, and/or other
activity related events, the general expectation is that the device be turned off and put away. A student’s inability to
follow these expectations can result in disciplinary action from the school and activity, such as (but not limited to) a
school cell phone violation, detention, additional conditioning, and loss of playing time.
The use of cell phones or any electronic device capable of capturing images is strictly prohibited in locker rooms and
restroom areas while at school or at school-related/school-sponsored events due to an expectation of privacy in these
areas. A violation of this expectation may result in both school and activity consequences, such as (but not limited to)
school suspension, additional conditioning, loss of playing time, activity suspension/dismissal, and school expulsion.

OTC Medication, Supplements, and Homeopathic Remedies
The use of over-the-counter medication, supplements (vitamins, minerals, fiber, fatty acids, amino acids, etc.) and
homeopathic remedies (essential oils, plant based products, etc.) are decisions between parents and their children.
However, since adolescents often share these substances without parental knowledge and because individuals can show
adverse effects from these substances, all OTC medications, supplements and homeopathic remedies need to be kept
secure when at school and not shared with others. In addition, any improper or illegal use of medications, supplements,
and/or homeopathic remedies will be dealt with according to school and district policies and practices.

General Eligibility Rules
(Edited for middle school application)

Every successful extracurricular participant is a successful student first. When academic assistance is necessary,
students are expected to seek help during lunch and before/after school. If a participant is tardy to practice after school,
the student must bring a note from the teacher, or the tardy/absence is unexcused.
Regular practice with the team is essential to the success of the program. Parents are asked to consider the entire team
and its objectives before having a student miss practice. If family or other emergency circumstances require a student
to miss practice then parent notification is needed. If there is an unexcused absence/tardy from practice the student will
likely be ineligible for the next competition.
In addition, a missed practice - whether excused or unexcused - has natural consequences. Assigned makeup
conditioning may be required before becoming eligible to participate in the next contest.
If a student has been academically and/or behaviorally ineligible for two consecutive weeks, and has shown little
improvement, the student may be dismissed from RMS extracurricular activities.
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Academic Eligibility Requirements
1. Academic eligibility begins on the second week of every quarter, then on the first day of practice if practice

starts at least two weeks into the quarter. The eligibility report comes out every Monday morning and the
“eligibility week” runs from Tuesday morning to Monday evening of the following week.

a. Eligibility grades for the first two weeks of a quarter will be based on the previous quarter’s grades.
b. Eligibility grades after the first two weeks of the quarter (starting the third week) will be based on the

current quarter’s grades.
2. Any student with one or more grades of an F will be ineligible for that week.

a. Students should talk to their teachers prior to Monday if they think they may be ineligible. Work being
turned in to raise a grade must be turned in to teachers by Thursday at 4:00 p.m. so teachers have the
possibility to grade the work and put the grade into the computer gradebook before Monday morning.

b. If there is more than one contest in a week, a student may become eligible for a second contest
(Thursday to Monday) if work is completed/turned in and the teacher inputs the grade in Powerschool
by Wednesday evening and the student has passing grades in all other classes.

Behavior Eligibility Requirements
Suspension (ISS or OSS) during the season will result in a student being ineligible for one or more
competitions/contests during and/or following the ISS placement. Students must complete their entire ISS/OSS
placement according to school policy and practice before regaining eligibility (i.e., students must complete their entire
ISS day and will not be released from an ISS assignment early in order to leave campus early and participate in an
away competition).
Attendance Eligibility Requirements
Students are expected to demonstrate regular and punctual school attendance.

1. A student must be present for half of all classes to be eligible for the day’s competition or practice.
2. A student must be present for practice the day before a contest to be eligible.
3. If a student misses the first week of practice, due to no physical exam, missing paperwork, or any other reason,

he/she may be ineligible to continue on the team.
Outstanding Debts
All students participating in extracurricular activities must have a zero balance on their school accounts or will be
considered ineligible until debts are paid. This includes (but is not limited to) reimbursement for unreturned athletic
equipment, athletic/activity fees, chromebook repair/replacement, and breakfast/lunch accounts. See the “Returning
School Property” section for more information.
Ineligible students - whether for academic, behavior/conduct, and/or attendance reasons - will not be released from
class early for an event/competition and may not travel on school transportation to away events/competitions.

Athletic/Activity Fee Assessment Guidelines
The GarfieldRe-2 School District has established a fee schedule for students who participate in extracurricular
activities. Please make payments in the office during normal business hours. The participation fee for a Rifle Middle
School student is $50 per sport up to $150 per student per year. The participation fee for non-RMS students is $75 per
sport up to $225 per student per year. There is a district family cap of $350 per year ($525 for non-RMS students). The
participation fee must be paid within two weeks of the start of the season or the student will be ineligible to participate
in competitions. Credit cards are accepted for athletic fees.
Scholarships
Scholarships are available for families with financial need. Parents/guardians should contact the Athletic Director to
discuss availability.

Service Oriented Activities
RMS activity programs may participate in approved service oriented activities such as fundraisers and philanthropy
projects during the school year. Students must adhere to all behavior expectations during such special activities, such
as following all coach/sponsor instructions concerning safety guidelines and being responsible for all fundraising
products and proceeds.
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Returning School Property
All students issued school property (whether for the classroom or an extracurricular activity) are required to return the
equipment in good condition, accounting for normal use.  Students unable to return the school property in good
condition will be responsible for repairs and/or the cost of the property at replacement price and may not participate in
scrimmages/competitions/events of an extracurricular activity until paid. In addition, all outstanding debts to the school
must be paid in order to participate in scrimmages/competitions/events.

Use of Personal Equipment
If students and parents choose to use personal equipment while participating in an RMS activity, parents and students
take sole responsibility for that equipment’s functionality, condition, effectiveness, safety, and liability. Garfield Re-2
encourages all personal equipment be inspected by appropriate outside specialists to meet all specific activity safety
specifications in any RMS activity. Maintenance and safety checks for personal equipment are the sole responsibility
of parents and students. Garfield Re-2 and RMS will not accept responsibility for personal equipment, whether damage
or injury is incurred by students or staff.

Injuries
It is the responsibility of the student to notify the coach/sponsor of all injuries and/or illnesses as soon as possible.
Coaches/sponsors will make an initial assessment of a student’s injury or illness and determine if parental notification
is necessary.
If a student sees a doctor for an injury or illness, the student may not return to practice or play until the physician gives
written approval clearing the student to return to action (whether it is limited practice, full practice, or competition).

Health/Accident Insurance
Prior to participating, a student should have health/accident insurance. Prior to participation, the insurance company
name and policy number must be filed with the school. Parents/guardians are responsible for making certain that their
child(ren) is/are adequately insured. If the student does not have insurance, parents must sign the insurance waiver
form.

Seven Day Practice Rule
Before competing in an interscholastic contest or scrimmage, each competitor must have a minimum of seven days of
supervised practice in that sport.  Practice days with double sessions are counted as one day of practice.  Practice must
be with the rest of the team – not one coach and one athlete working out together.

Sunday/Winter Vacation Practice
No practices of any nature are permitted on Sundays during the school year, or during the period from Dec 24 – Jan 1.

Transportation
Students traveling and representing Rifle Middle School shall travel in school vehicles driven by qualified drivers
assigned by the transportation director. The exception to this policy is if parental transportation is approved by the
RMS Principal and Athletic Director due to extenuating circumstances.
Students traveling to an event in a school vehicle must return in a school vehicle unless they are released in person by
the staff to the student’s parent/guardian after a signature is obtained. Parents/guardians who want their student
released to someone other than themselves must contact the school office 24 hours prior to the trip for approval.

Transfer Rule
Middle school transfers will be discussed with the staff and athletic director.

Vacation Policy
Vacations during an athletic/activity season are disruptive to the team and thus discouraged. Parents/students wishing
to do so may wish to reassess their commitment to athletics.
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In the event an absence due to vacation is unavoidable, a student must:
● Contact the supervising staff members prior to the vacation.
● Return to practice and participate prior to resuming competition.
● Be willing to accept the consequences related to their status on the team.
● An absence of an entire week may make the student ineligible to continue on the team for the rest of the season.

Unsportsmanlike Conduct
(Edited for middle school application)

Penalty For Player Unsportsmanlike Conduct/Ejection: Any student who has been disqualified from a match or
contest for committing any unsportsmanlike act shall be disqualified for the remainder of that match or contest. Further
consequences may be assigned by the staff member or athletic director.

Garfield Re-2 School District Bullying And Harassment
To support the policies of the Garfield Re-2 School District, extracurricular participants are expected to agree to the
following behavior that promotes physical, mental, moral, social and emotional well-being of all students.
● Locker rooms/weight rooms will be free from any form of bullying, harassment, or hazing, including behaviors

that students may view as consensual “teasing”. The same expectation will be held during athletic contests. Any
behavior viewed as detrimental to the well being of students will not be tolerated.

● Locker rooms/weight rooms will be supervised and be considered as structured environments where students are
to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner.

● Cell phones/cameras are not allowed in locker rooms/weight rooms and must not be seen or heard.
● Buses transporting students to activities or athletic competitions will be supervised by staff members as needed to

ensure effective supervision. Students are expected to adhere to the same guidelines on the bus that is expected
before, during and after competitions and/or practice situations. This includes camps conducted throughout the
school year or during the summer.

● Students violating the “Code of Conduct” may be subject to competition/school suspension, including expulsion,
or legal action. It is critical for the well being of all extracurricular participants that students inform a staff
member if they are being subjected to any behavior that violates these expectations.

● Parents are expected to inform the school if they have concerns about student behavior that they believe is
detrimental.

**At times there may be incidents not covered in the handbook and it will be left to the discretion of the
Principal and/or Athletic Director as to the handling of these situations.
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Policy Agreement/Parent Consent and Release of Liability Form

Student and Parent Contract / Permit for Athletic Participation
 
I HEREBY GIVE MY CONSENT for ________________________________, my son/daughter, to compete in activities for Rifle
Middle School, in Colorado High School Activities Association approved programs, except those indicated on the physician’s
statement form; to accompany any school team of which he/she is a member on its local or out-of-town trips; and to receive
emergency medical care which may become reasonably necessary in the course of such activities or related travel.

I hereby certify and understand that I and my student are accountable to the contents of the Garfield School District No. Re-2/Rifle
Middle School Activities Handbook and agree to abide by its contents.

I certify that I understand it is my responsibility to provide accident insurance coverage for my son/daughter and this statement
releases Garfield School District No. Re-2 of financial responsibility in case of accident/injury to my son/daughter while he/she is
participating in interscholastic activities and/or extra-curricular activities. I agree to keep such insurance in force and effect; and I
hereby assume full and complete financial responsibility relative to any injury or accident that occurs while my child participates
in the activity, or travels to and from such an activity.

I understand the cost of such medical care is my responsibility. I further agree not to hold the School District or anyone acting on
its behalf responsible for any injury occurring to the student in the course of such activities or related travel.

WARNING: BY ITS NATURE, PARTICIPATION IN INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS INCLUDES SERIOUS RISK OF
INJURY/ILLNESS WHICH MAY RANGE IN SEVERITY FROM MINOR TO LONG-LASTING CATASTROPHIC OR EVEN
DEATH. Although serious injuries and illnesses are uncommon in supervised school programs, it is impossible to eliminate this
risk (including but not limited to MRSA, influenza, and Coronavirus). Participants have the responsibility to help reduce the
chance of injury and infection. Players must obey all rules, report all physical problems to their coaches, follow a proper
conditioning/cleaning program, and inspect their equipment daily. BY SIGNING THIS FORM, WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT
WE UNDERSTAND THIS WARNING. Parents or students who do not wish to accept the risk described in the warning should not
sign this permission form or participate in the activity.

I hereby consent to emergency treatment, hospitalization or other medical treatment as may be necessary for the welfare of my
child, by a physician, qualified nurse, contracted Garfield School District No. Re-2 athletic trainer, and/or hospital, in the event of
injury or illness as a member of an interscholastic activity team or group, and hereby waive on behalf of myself and my child any
liability of Garfield School District No. Re-2, any of its agents or employees, arising out of such medical treatment. By signing this
form, I grant permission for my child’s medical information to be shared with appropriate medical staff when necessary in
compliance with HIPPA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) Regulations.

I hereby certify that I understand my son/daughter will be required to undergo baseline cognitive testing.

I hereby certify that I understand that my son/daughter may be photographed by the Garfield School District No. Re-2 and that my
child’s name and likeness (photographic, video, and electronic images) may be used in printed and electronically published
materials (including, but not limited to community television, broadcast television, newspaper, Internet, and cable) distributed by
the school district and the news media.

I understand that the participation fee shall be paid within the first two weeks of the start of the activity.

_______________________________________________ ___________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Date

_______________________________________________ ___________________
Student Signature Date

No student shall represent their school in extracurricular activities until there is a statement on file with the superintendent or
principal signed by his/her parent or legal guardian and a signed physical form certifying that he/she has passed an adequate
physical examination (if required) within the past year, noting that in the opinion of the examining physician, physician’s assistant,
nurse practitioner or a certified/registered chiropractor, is physically fit to participate in middle school extracurricular activities;
that the student has the consent of his/her parents or legal guardian to participate; and, the parent and participant have read,
understand and agree to the guidelines for eligibility.
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Emergency Medical Release Form

____________________________________________
Student printed name

The undersigned parent/legal guardian hereby grants permission to the Garfield School District Re-2 and their duly
authorized representatives to consent to first aid, emergency medical care and all other medical or surgical care they
deem reasonably necessary to the health and wellbeing of my child.  Also, when necessary for executing such care, I
grant permission for hospitalization at an accredited medical facility.

_________________________________ __________________________________ _______________
Parent/Guardian printed name Parent/Guardian signature Date

Home Address: _________________________________________________ Phone: _______________________

Employer: _____________________________________________________ Phone: _______________________

Family Physician: _______________________________________________ Phone: _______________________

Chronic illnesses, allergies, etc: _____________________________________________________________________

Current medications: _____________________________________________________________________________

Additional adult contact: __________________________________________ Phone: _______________________

Health/Accident Insurance Information

I fully understand that Garfield School District Re-2 does not provide accident or health insurance coverage for my
child while he/she is participating in interscholastic athletics or extracurricular activities.  However, such insurance is
made available by the school district through an authorized agent.  I further understand that it is my responsibility to
provide accident insurance coverage for my child.
This statement releases Garfield School District Re-2 of financial responsibility in case of accident/injury to my child
while he/she is participating in interscholastic activities and/or extracurricular activities.

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Medical Insurance Company: ________________________________________ Policy #: _____________________

Name of Insured: ________________________________________________________________________________

Health/Accident Insurance Waiver

My child is not insured, I elect him/her not to be insured, and I am assuming the risks of injury to my child named
above and shall absolve Garfield School District Re-2 and staff members of any and all financial responsibility for
injuries occurring while participating in interscholastic activities.

________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature
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